Legal aspects of digital image management and communication.
This paper outlines the legal issues that arise in digital image management and communication systems (IMACS). At the heart of this study is the digital image which is manipulated, processed, communicated, stored, compressed and archived, and which is difficult to ascertain from a legal point of view because of its intangible nature. On the one hand, personal data protection and the patient's right to privacy need to be protected through a data protection and security policy. This is particularly important in view of the capacity of IMACS to integrate with other systems such as HIS and RIS, since the information generated by the totality of these systems offers a very complete picture of any patient. On the other hand, the evanescent nature of the digital image creates legal uncertainties as to questions of evidence, of procedural and legal admissibility and acceptability and of liability.